CHAPTER IV

The Social Plays

JjHAW turned the searchlight of his dramatic imagination not
only on economics and politics but also on social questions like
doctoring, marriage, the family, education and a class-less society.
But the way of a dramatist who wants to be a critic of society is
a hard one. Whatever ulterior designs he may have on his audiences
he must not fail to arouse and hold their interest. Sometimes,
the lessons may get dissolved in the plays; sometimes they may
get a perfunctory treatment. In the Doctor's Dilemma, the ideas
lose their clearness in the course of the development of the drama.
The title of the play refers to the dilemma of Ridgeon, whether
he should save the life of the honest but average man Blenkinsop
or the highly interesting but immoral Dubedat. But the dilemma
loses in clearness on account of Ridgeon's love for Jennifer. The
basic plot of the Doctors Dilemma is a story of triangular love.
Ridgeon falls in love with Jennifer, who loves Dubedat. Though
the doctor kills Dubedat for the sake of his love for Jennifer, she
marries some one else. But the basic-plot does not contain the
real significance of the play. Wherein, then, does the significance
lie?
Firstly, in the play, there is a satire on the medical profession.
Secondly, there is the love story of Dubedat and Jennifer. How
are these two elements united in the play, if they are united at
all? Though apparently the play is ill-organized, viewed as
the private life of Doctor Ridgeon, it falls into a sort of unity.
Viewed in this manner, the Doctor's Dilemma is no longer whether
he should save Blenkinsop or Dubedat, but whether he should
save Dubedat or whether he should let him die in order to wed
his wife. The proposition that there is only one bed for a tuber-
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